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Reporting Data for Research
WHY ARE YOU HERE?
WHAT DO YOU ALREADY 
KNOW?
WHAT DO YOU WANT TO 
LEARN?
Pre-Assessment

DATA:  f a c t u al  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( a s  
m e a s u r e m e n t s  o r  s t a t i s t i c s )  u s e d  a s  a  
b a s i s  f o r  r e a s o n i n g ,  d i s c u s si o n ,  o r  
c a l c u l at io n
RES EARCH : i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
e x p e r i m e n t at i o n a i m e d  a t  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  
a n d  i n t e r p r e t a ti o n  o f  f a c t s ,  r e v i s i o n  o f  
a c c e p te d t h e o r i e s  o r  l a w s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
n e w  f a c t s ,  o r  p r a c t i c al  a p p l i c at i o n o f  
s u c h  n e w  o r  r e v i s e d  t h e o r i e s
Definitions
SCIENTIFIC
INQUIRY
Six Guiding 
Principles
Scientific Inquiry 
in Education, 
National 
Research Council 
(2001)
1. Pose significant questions 
that can be investigated 
empirically
2. Link research to relevant 
theory
3. Use methods that permit 
direct observation of the 
question
SCIENTIFIC
INQUIRY
Six Guiding 
Principles
4. Provide coherent, explicit 
chain of reasoning
5. Replicate and generalize 
across studies
6. Disclose research to 
encourage professional 
scrutiny and critique
The 
Conventional 
Dissertation
Chapter Four
Results or 
Findings
399 #474BE6
Chapter Four Keys
Write an introduction that includes 
the purpose of the study
Display data by research question
Develop charts and displays that 
report the data clearly
Summarize the data, but do not 
conclude
Follow APA format and style guide
Quantitative = More 
charts and graphs 
Qualitative = More words, 
figures and diagrams 
QUAL/QUAN/MIXED?
Reporting should reflect your methodology. 
What about tables and figures?
Look backward:  What charts, 
tables, figures or graphs will help 
answer your research questions?
Look forward:  What charts, tables, 
figures or graphs will explain your 
findings?
What figures will tell your story?
A figure can graphically convey the coding and  
themes found in qualitative research.
Quantitative data charts and figures may be included 
in the body or saved for the appendix.
A scatter plot is a quick visual interpretation of 
possible correlation.
Clear reporting of significance
Basic descriptive statistical displays add to 
reporting for all methods of research .
Recommended Length
Dan Butin in The Education 
Dissertation recommends that findings 
be about 30% of your completed 
dissertation.
This is where you are reporting your 
important findings!  You should have a 
lot to say here!
CONSULT APA FOR 
“DISPLAYING RESULTS”
USE CORRECT FORMAT 
AND FOLLOW 
GUIDELINES FOR 
DISPLAYS
APA Style
DO YOU HAVE THIS SITE 
BOOKMARKED?
HTTP://GWUDISSERTATI
ON.WIKISPACES.COM/G
WU+DISSERTATION+INF
ORMATION
GWU Style Guide
The best way to understand dissertations is to read them!
• F I N D  Y O U R  V O I C E  A N D  A  S T Y L E  T H A T  
MA T C H E S  Y O U  ( T H E  W R I T E R)  A N D  Y O U R  
P U R P O S E
• C H O O S E  D A T A  D I S P L A YS T H A T  W I L L  T E L L  
Y O U R  S T O R Y  C L E A R L Y A N D  A N S W E R Y O U R  
R E S E A R C H  Q U E S T I O N(S )
• S E N D  T O  Y O U R  C H A I R  F O R  F E E D B A C K
Write successive drafts
Choose data displays with a 
purpose
Good luck!
Write on!
